
August Update 2019 

 

Here we still are in Uganda by God’s grace, despite all the challenges (including Ebola scare). 

We’ve just had our visas renewed for another 3 months, which was again another God’s 

intervention, as we didn’t have to pay a cent. We’ve had the joy of befriending a few ‘mzungus’ 

(‘white skin people’), which has been a real 

encouragement as we can sympathise with 

each other’s journeys and give a few survival 

tips! J Lois originates from New Zealand and 

has lived here around 20 years! She has built a 

massive house, where she currently cares for 

46 children and youth. Some of these children 

and youth have severe disabilities. She has 

some fulltime staff to help her out. It was so 

encouraging to see what one faithful servant 

of God can do. Lois introduced us to a young 

family with an Australian Mum and Canadian 

Dad and 2 young children. They have been 

here around 5 years. They knew all the NS (Nodding Syndrome) families we work with by name 

and have been doing their best to be a friend and support to these families over the past 5 

years. We were so encouraged to meet each other and discover how God had laid the NS 

children on both of our hearts. It just proved the point that God has not forsaken these dear 

families and loves them dearly. 

 

Last week we were heartbroken by the news that one of our dear NS 

children passed away who we’ve been hoping to remove ASAP from her 

current home and have her placed in a support home, as she was very much 

neglected by her current family. The greatest heartache was that we felt 

she died without having anyone to love her. However, we believe she is now 

in a far better place. We would love to be able to rescue the remaining 

siblings, but we need a house for it. So that is our current cry to raise the 

funds to provide a home with support care for NS children who are worst 

off and not receiving their daily care. 

We completed a home we were building for Ojok’s family, whose Mum was so grateful. The Mum 

suffered from polio as a child and 

hence has a physical disability. Her 

husband passed away due to 

malaria. The Mum now cares for her 

6 children by herself. Ojok has a 

very serious case of NS and is blind 

as well. He is 10 years old, but is 

the size of a 2-3 year old. He 

spends most of his time sitting in 

the dirt with his head hanging down 

and rocking back and forth. He is 

extremely malnourished. None of 

the children have attended school. 

We are just prayerfully considering 

how we can further support these 

children. The eldest child is 14. It 

isn’t easy to start school at this age. We would love to support him to get a trade, but one must 

be able to read and write first. 



 

We had a dear friend in Tassie sell her pet cow, which provided the 

money to buy a cow and a plough for the Otii family. We were able to 

fund for the second cow. Ajaa is the 12 year old girl Moses met in the 

city about a month ago. She was trying to sell a few odd fruits to get a 

few coins to buy a bit of flour to cook a meal for her family. After 

some time with Moses, she let him drive her home, which was 25kms 

away! She shared with tears how her Mum was unwell and her Dad was 

blind. On arrival Moses discovered her 2 brothers had NS and one of 

them was blind as well. Hence the daughter was pretty much the bread 

earner for the family. But now thanks to the kindness of our friend, 

she is at school enjoying being a child again, while the family is 

supported by the cows and 

plough. The mother and one 

of the NS sons is able to 

look after the cows and 

plough the ground to grow 

vegetables. They also have a 

kind uncle helping out. They 

can also produce extra 

veggies for sale and hire out 

the plough for further 

income. 

 

Here’s a photo of our hungry little munchkins lining up for the school lunch at Lapana. 

Thanks again so much for all your continued support! It is always lovely to receive personal 

emails and greetings from our Aussie family! J We miss you all!! 

 

For anyone wanting to financially support our family the bank details: Name: Otto, BSB 067105, 

AC 1022 4297 or if you want a tax deductible receipt you can donate direct to our charity: 

Name: Acholi Resilience, BSB 017 214, AC 4670 11619 or you can go direct to our charity Acholi 

Resilience webpage acholiresilience.org and donate via PayPal. 

 

Also if you want to join a prayer group in Tassie, you can contact Sirpa Mcdonald on 0431 201 

110. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Moses, Johanna, Josiah, Daniel, Phinehas, Talitha and Jedidah 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moses delivering food to some of the 

neediest families with NS children. 

Another calf was born. 
 


